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CLAIMS: 

1. A charging system for charging a cost to an account opened by a user, 
comprising: 

5 a portable device at least storing an identifier of the user and 

outputting billing account information of any billing account of a plurality of 
billing accounts; and 

a control server including a storage means for storing the identifier of 
the user and plural pieces of billing account information corresponding to the 

10 identifier and a charging means for identifying the user by the identifier 
obtained from said portable device and for determining a billing account to be 
charged by the billing account information obtained from said portable 
device. 

15 2. A charging system according to claim 1, further comprising: 

a terminal device receiving the identifier and the billing account 
information from said portable device and transmitting to said control server, 
wherein said terminal device transmits a charging amount to the user 
together with the identifier and the billing account information to said control 
20 server, and 

wherein said control server charges the charging amount to the 
determined billing account to be charged. 

3. A charging system according to claim 1 or claim 2, 
25 wherein said portable device is a portable terminal device having a portable 
device side storage means for storing the identifier of the user, a display 
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means for displaying a list of the billing accounts based on the plural pieces of 
billing account information, an input means for receiving operation of the user, 
a selection means for selecting any of the plurality of billing accounts in 
response to the operation of the user to the input means, and an output means 
5 for outputting billing account information of the billing account selected by 
the selection means. 

4. A charging system according to claim 3, 

wherein the portable device side storage means of said portable device 
10 stores the plural pieces of billing account information of the plurality of 
billing accounts owned by the user. 

5. A charging system according to claim 3, 

wherein said control server transmits the plural pieces of billing 
15 account information corresponding to the identifier of the user which are 
stored in the storing means to said portable device, and 

wherein the display means of said portable device displays the list of 
the billing accounts based on the plural pieces of billing account information 
which are transmitted from said control server. 

20 

6. A charging system according to claim 1 or claim 2, 

wherein said portable device is a card storing the identifier of the user 
and billing account information of any billing account of the plurality of 
billing accounts, the billing account information being rewritable, and 
25 the identifier of the user and the billing account information being readable. 
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7. A charging system according to claim 2, 

wherein said portable device is a card storing the identifier of the user, 
the billing account information being rewritable and the identifier of the user 
being readable, 

5 wherein said control server transmits the plural pieces of billing 

account information corresponding to the identifier of the user which are 

stored in the storage means to said terminal device, and 

wherein said terminal device displays the list of the billing accounts 

based on the plural pieces of billing account information which are 
10 transmitted from said control server, selects any of the plurality of billing 

accounts in response to operation of the user, and transmits the selected 

billing account information to said control server. 

8. A charging system according to claim 1, 

15 wherein said control server regards a predetermined billing account as 

a billing account to be charged when a billing account is not specified. 

9. A charging system according to claim 1, 

wherein said portable device stores corresponding relation between a 
20 type of goods and/or service which the user purchases and any of the billing 
account information and, when goods and/or service is purchased and a cost is 
incurred by the user, outputs billing account information which has 
corresponding relation with the goods and/or service. 

25 10. A charging system according to claim 1, 

wherein said portable device is a mobile telephone classifying and 
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storing a plurality of destination telephone numbers and, when a telephone 
call is made, outputting information of a group to which a destination 
telephone number of the telephone call belongs as the billing account 
information, 

5 wherein the storage means of said control server stores a telephone 

number of said portable device as the identifier of the user as well as stores 
the plural pieces of billing account information corresponding to the user 
which relate to the groups to which the destination telephone numbers belong, 
and 

10 wherein the charging means of said control server identifies the user 

from the telephone number of said portable device when the telephone call is 
made by said portable device, and determines a billing account to charge a 
charge for the telephone call, based on the billing account information 
corresponding to the group to which the telephone number of the calling 

15 destination belongs transmitted from said portable device. 

11. A charging method for charging a cost to an account opened by a user, 
comprising: 

a step where a portable device transmits an identifier of the user and 
20 billing account information of any billing account of a plurality of billing 
accounts, and 

a step of identifying the user by the identifier transmitted from the 
portable device based on an identifier of the user and plural pieces of billing 
account information related to the identifier which are stored in a customer 
25 database of a control server in advance, and determining a billing account to 
be charged from among the plurality of billing accounts opened by the 
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identified user by the billing account information transmitted from the 
portable device. 

12. A portable device of a user opening an account to charge a cost, 
5 comprising: 

a portable device side storage means for at least storing an identifier of 
the user; and 

an output means for outputting billing account information of any 
billing account of a plurality of billing accounts opened by the user. 

10 

13. A control server comprising: 

a storage means for storing an identifier of a user who opens an 
account to charge a cost and plural pieces of billing account information 
corresponding to the identifier; and 
15 a charging means for identifying the user by an identifier of the user 

obtained from a portable device of the user, with reference to the identifier of 
the user and the plural pieces of billing account information in the storage 
means, and determining a billing account to be charged by billing account 
information obtained from the portable device of the user. 

20 

14. A charging system for charging a cost to an account opened by a user, 
comprising: 

a mobile telephone storing a plurality of destination telephone 
numbers and plural pieces of billing account information of a plurality of 
25 billing accounts opened by the user by relating each destination telephone 
number to any of the billing account information respectively and, when a 



36 



telephone call is made, outputting billing account information related to a 
telephone number of the calling destination; and 

a control server determining a billing account to be charged by the 
billing account information obtained from the mobile telephone. 

15. A charging system for charging a cost to an account opened by a user, 
comprising: 

a mobile telephone classifying and storing a plurality of destination 
telephone numbers, relating a billing account opened by the user to each of a 
plurality of groups respectively, storing plural pieces of billing account 
information of a plurality of billing accounts, and, when a telephone call is 
made, outputting billing account information of a billing account related to a 
group to which a telephone number of the calling destination belongs; and 

a control server determining a billing account to be charged by the 
billing account information obtained from the mobile telephone. 



